
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES9038 September 18, 2008 
Uncertain and untimely funding can 

limit VA health care’s effectiveness, 
while they strive to meet the needs of 
veterans on a daily basis, as costs grow 
rapidly. 

What I am proposing today is not 
new. Congress already uses advance ap-
propriations for programs that require 
funding in a timely manner, such as 
HUD Section 8 housing vouchers and 
the Low Income Heating Energy As-
sistance Program. 

To this extent, I submit that vet-
erans’ health care is just as deserving 
of secured and predictable funding. 

To increase transparency in this 
process, the bill I am introducing 
would require an annual GAO audit and 
public report to Congress on VA’s fund-
ing forecasts. 

This process of continuous open re-
view of VA appropriations would help 
VA funds go even further for veterans 
and taxpayers. 

Advance funding for veterans’ health 
care has the strong support of the Part-
nership for Veterans Health Care Budg-
et Reform, a coalition which includes 
the following veteran service organiza-
tions: AMVETS, Blinded Veterans As-
sociation, Disabled American Veterans, 
Jewish War Veterans, Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, The American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, and Vietnam 
Veterans of America. 

My friend and counterpart in the 
House of Representatives, House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee Chairman 
ROBERT FILNER, is introducing a com-
panion bill for advance funding as well. 

We are united in our determination 
to set down a marker for future action 
on veterans’ health care through this 
bill, and place advance appropriations 
for veterans’ health care on the Na-
tional agenda. 

I urge all of our colleagues to join as 
supporters of more secure, timely fund-
ing for veterans’ health care. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3527 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Health Care Budget Reform Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. TWO-FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AUTHORITY 

FOR CERTAIN MEDICAL CARE AC-
COUNTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) TWO-FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 113 the following new section: 
‘‘§ 113A. Two-fiscal year budget authority for 

certain medical care accounts 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with fiscal 

year 2010, new discretionary budget author-
ity provided in an appropriations Act for the 
appropriations accounts of the Department 
specified in subsection (b) shall be made 
available for the fiscal year involved and 
shall include new discretionary budget au-

thority first available after the end of such 
fiscal year for the subsequent fiscal year. 

‘‘(b) MEDICAL CARE ACCOUNTS.—The med-
ical care accounts of the Department speci-
fied in this subsection are the medical care 
accounts of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion as follows: 

‘‘(1) Medical Services. 
‘‘(2) Medical Administration. 
‘‘(3) Medical Facilities.’’. 
(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

sections at the beginning of chapter 1 of such 
title is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 113 the following new 
item: 
‘‘113A. Two-fiscal year budget authority for 

certain medical care ac-
counts.’’. 

SEC. 3. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
STATES STUDY ON ADEQUACY AND 
ACCURACY OF BASELINE MODEL 
PROJECTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR HEALTH 
CARE EXPENDITURES. 

(a) STUDY OF ADEQUACY AND ACCURACY OF 
BASELINE MODEL PROJECTIONS.—The Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
conduct a study of the adequacy and accu-
racy of the budget projections made by the 
Enrollee Health Care Projection Model, or 
its equivalent, as utilized for the purpose of 
estimating and projecting health care ex-
penditures of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Model’’) with respect to the fiscal year in-
volved and the subsequent four fiscal years. 

(b) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the date of 

each year in 2010, 2011, and 2012, on which the 
President submits the budget request for the 
next fiscal year under section 1105 of title 31, 
United States Code, the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress and to the Secretary a report. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under this 
paragraph shall include, for the fiscal year 
beginning in the year in which such report is 
submitted, the following: 

(A) A statement whether the amount re-
quested in the budget of the President for ex-
penditures of the Department for health care 
in such fiscal year is consistent with antici-
pated expenditures of the Department for 
health care in such fiscal year as determined 
utilizing the Model. 

(B) The basis for such statement. 
(C) Such additional information as the 

Comptroller General determines appropriate. 
(3) AVAILABILITY TO THE PUBLIC.—Each re-

port submitted under this subsection shall 
also be made available to the public. 

(4) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs, 
Appropriations, and the Budget of the Sen-
ate; and 

(B) the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs, 
Appropriations, and the Budget of the House 
of Representatives. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 665—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 3, 2008, AS 
‘‘NATURAL ALTERNATIVE FUEL 
VEHICLE DAY’’ 

Mr. BYRD (for himself, Mr. BAYH, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. DODD, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. NELSON, of Nebraska, 
Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REID, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. SALAZAR, Ms. STABENOW, 

Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. DOMENICI, 
Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. HAGEL, and Mr. 
LUGAR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 665 

Whereas the United States should reduce 
the dependence of the Nation on foreign oil 
and enhance the energy security of the Na-
tion by creating a transportation sector that 
is less dependent on oil; 

Whereas the United States should improve 
the air quality of the Nation by reducing 
emissions from the millions of motor vehi-
cles that operate in the United States; 

Whereas the United States should foster 
national expertise and technological ad-
vancement in cleaner, more energy-efficient 
alternative fuel and advanced technology ve-
hicles; 

Whereas a robust domestic industry for al-
ternative fuels and alternative fuel and ad-
vanced technology vehicles will create jobs 
and increase the competitiveness of the 
United States in the international commu-
nity; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
need more options for clean and energy-effi-
cient transportation; 

Whereas the mainstream adoption of alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles 
will produce benefits at the local, national, 
and international levels; 

Whereas consumers and businesses require 
a better understanding of the benefits of al-
ternative fuel and advanced technology vehi-
cles; 

Whereas first responders require proper 
and comprehensive training to become fully 
prepared for any precautionary measures 
that they may need to take during incidents 
and extrications that involve alternative 
fuel and advanced technology vehicles; 

Whereas the Federal Government can lead 
the way toward a cleaner and more efficient 
transportation sector by choosing alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles 
for the fleets of the Federal Government; and 

Whereas Federal support for the adoption 
of alternative fuel and advanced technology 
vehicles can accelerate greater energy inde-
pendence for the United States, improve the 
environmental security of the Nation, and 
address global climate change: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 3, 2008, as ‘‘National 

Alternative Fuel Vehicle Day’’; 
(2) proclaims National Alternative Fuel 

Vehicle Day as a day to promote programs 
and activities that will lead to the greater 
use of cleaner, more efficient transportation 
that uses new sources of energy; and 

(3) urges Americans— 
(A) to increase the personal and commer-

cial use of cleaner and energy-efficient alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehi-
cles; 

(B) to promote public sector adoption of 
cleaner and energy-efficient alternative fuel 
and advanced technology vehicles; and 

(C) to encourage the enactment of Federal 
policies to reduce the dependence of the 
United States on foreign oil through the ad-
vancement and adoption of alternative, ad-
vanced, and emerging vehicle and fuel tech-
nologies. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 666—RECOG-
NIZING AND HONORING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUND-
ING OF AARP 

Mr. ROBERTS (for himself, Mr. 
SALAZAR, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LUGAR, Mrs. 
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